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There is little doubt that the chief hand in this
masterly negotiation, and in composing the despatches
which still remain, was that of the astute Bishop. But
the Prince, though yet hut twenty-five, had no small
part in the work, and we need not treat as exaggerated
the claim he makes in his Apology.
"As to this Treaty, which was as disastrous to France as it was
honourable and profitable to Spain, if I may be allowed to speak
of my own part, the King could not deny (had he a. trace of grati-
tude left) that I was one of the principal instruments and agents
to secure him so advantageous a peace ; for it was at the instance
of the King himself that I opened the first secret negotiations with
the Constable and Marshal St. Andre. The King assured me that
the greatest service in the world that I could render him would be
to conclude this treaty of peace, which he desired to obtain at all
cost, in order that he might return to Spain." And this is borne
out by several authorities and by the admission of his Catholic
enemy, Pontus Payen who says that the Prince "held the first
rank amongst the envoys of the King, and won high esteem on
both sides in this affair."
The Prince was selected as one of the State hostages
to reside with Henry, in order to guarantee the execu-
tion of the Treaty, the other hostages being Egmont, the
Duke of Alva, and the Duke of Aerschot; and, accord-
ingly, William went to Paris in June 1559, and it was
there that took place the famous incident which won
him. the name of The Silent. The story has been ad-
mirably told by the Catholic, Pontus Payen, and it is
precisely confirmed by the Apology itself, and other
authorities. Pontus thus relates:—
One day, during a stag-hunt in the Bois de Yincennes, Henry,
finding himself alone with the Prince, began to speak of the great
number of Protestant sectaries who, during the late war, had in-
creased so raucli in his kingdom to his great sorrow. His
conscience, said the King, would not be easy nor his realm secure

